Geno- and cyto-toxicity in free-living rodent Mus spretus exposed to simulated onshore oil spill.
This study investigated geno- and cyto-toxic damage in the free-living rodent, Mus spretus after exposure to a simulated spill of crude oil on soil. The results revealed increased mutagenicity and cytotoxicity in bone marrow cells and increased DNA damage in blood cells. Exposure to crude oil increased sperm abnormalities, with lasso-like folds being the most common. These results point to the value of this rodent in serving as a sentinel species for the monitoring and prediction of environmental hazards.